Qomgress of the United States
Washington, DA 20515

March 11, 2024

The Honorable David Joyce The Honorable Henry Cuellar

Chair Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Homeland Security Subcommittee on Homeland Security
2006 Rayburn House Office Building 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Chairman Joyce and Ranking Member Cuellar,

As you work to finalize the Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 appropriations for Homeland Security, we
strongly encourage you to prioritize critical funding to support the Shelter and Services Program
(SSP). Particularly, we ask you to include at least $3 billion for FEMA’s SSP account, to provide
urgent resources to cities, states, and towns encountering high volumes of migrant arrivals.

Under the current immigration system, asylum applicants are stuck in legal limbo after initially
submitting their application, waiting months or years for an answer to their asylum request. In
fact, some migrants are expected to wait up to 6 years for their initial hearing.! Furthermore,
there are currently more than three million cases stuck in immigration court.” To make matters
worse, asylum seekers must wait 150 days before being able to work and provide for themselves,
forcing them to rely on States and the Federal government for support. Communities across the
United States are struggling to meet the financial needs of asylum seekers trapped in immigration
court backlogs. Without any change to the structure of our asylum system, the number of cases
will continue to grow, making it even more challenging to efficiently process applications and
provide safety to approved applicants fleeing danger.’

Multiple bipartisan groups of lawmakers have worked toward immigration compromises,
including the recently unveiled national security supplemental negotiated by Senate Democrats
and Republicans. However, the bipartisan Senate deal has already been discarded and House
Republican leadership has not expressed intent to bring bipartisan immigration reform to the
floor before the election.* Congressional gridlock on immigration reform has exacerbated the
need for SSP dollars to support affected cities and towns.
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Local communities across the country have stepped up to provide humanitarian support to those
in need. In Woburn, Massachusetts local community leaders and school teachers worked to
clothe and feed migrants.” In Denver, one neighborhood Facebook mom’s group has grown to
multiple parts of the city, helping migrant families with everything from clothing and food to
transportation to various meetings and appointments.® In Chicago, volunteers ensured that over
100 migrants were rehoused before their shelter closed down.” However, without additional
federal resources, these communities and so many others can only do so much. There is a
resounding need from cities and towns across the country for increased federal support to
provide migrants with short term humanitarian services. The bipartisan border deal which failed
in the Senate appropriated $1.4 billion in SSP dollars, mirroring the amount included in President
Biden’s supplemental request. However, the actual financial need far surpasses the $1.4 billion
included in the border supplemental. Currently, individual cities themselves are needing billions
to keep up with the growing demand, with mayors of affected cities requesting $5 billion in
federal support.®

As this need continues to climb, it is clear that the current funding levels for SSP in FY24
Appropriations remain severely inadequate. Furthermore, since immigration reforms are
extremely unlikely in the short term, the need for SSP funding is all the more urgent. In order to
meet the growing need, we urge you to include at least $3 billion in funding for the Shelter and
Services Program in the Homeland Security FY24 Appropriations bill, and request that you work
to provide more funding to support local communities providing humanitarian aid to migrants in
need.

Sincerely,
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Lori Trahan Diana DeGette
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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William R. Keating
Member of Congress
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