Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

October 17, 2025

The Honorable Linda McMahon The Honorable Russell Vought
Secretary of Education Director

United States Department of Education Office of Management and Budget
400 Maryland Avenue, SW 1650 17th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20002 Washington, DC 20006

Secretary McMahon and Director Vought:

We write to you to share our deep opposition to your decision to lay off federal employees
dedicated to the education and support of students with disabilities and their families. We
demand that you immediately reverse course and rescind the termination notices that were sent to
these workers.

On Friday, October 10™, 2025, remaining staff in the Department of Education’s Office of
Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) appear to have been illegally fired. This
includes employees in the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) and the Rehabilitative
Services Administration (RSA), as well as the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) and the Office of
Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE)'. These firings, along with other decisions you
have made that directly undermine special education, will have a devastating impact on the more
than 7.5 million students with disabilities across the country and their families just one month
before the 50th anniversary of the passage of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA).

Decimating these offices threatens accountability for special education and vocational
rehabilitation funds, as well as the civil rights Congress has enshrined in federal law, at a time
when schools nationwide are already struggling to meet the needs of students and when people
with disabilities continue to face barriers to employment. Federal employees at OSERS play a
key role in ensuring that federal dollars are spent appropriately and effectively to support
students with disabilities. Without them, there will be no oversight to ensure that physically
disabled students, blind/deaf children and teenagers, as well as students with dyslexia, autism,
and other disabilities are receiving the free and appropriate public education they are guaranteed
under the IDEA. Staff answer calls directly from families around the country seeking help in
understanding their rights under federal disability law and support when those rights may have
been violated. Because of your decision, those calls and questions will now go unanswered.

These reckless terminations are just another in a line of actions by your administration that
threaten the rights that individuals with disabilities have fought long and hard for. We urge you
to immediately rescind your plans to wrongly fire employees at the agencies listed above so that
they can continue working to ensure that every family, no matter where they live or their income,
has access to an education that will set them up for a successful future regardless of their child’s
disability.

! https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2025/10/14/ed-department-lays-off-nearly-all-special-education-staff/31676/
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We look forward to your response.
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Sincerely,

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress
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Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress
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Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Donald S. Be@ Jr.
Member of Congress
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Julia Brownley
Member of Congress
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Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Gabe Amo
Member of Congress
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Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress
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Andr&Carson
Member of Congress
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[toy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Ed Lase

Ed Case
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Uyttt J Clpskee

Yhette D. Clarke
Member of Congress
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Joe Courtney
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Suzar{ K. DelBene
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Angie Cralg
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth e

Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress
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JOohn Garamendi
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Maggie Goodlander
Member of Congress

J alﬁna Hayes
Member of Congress
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Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress
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Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress
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Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress
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Jésus G. "Chuy" Garcia
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman
Member of Congress
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Steny H. Hc@)r !
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Shomari Figures
Member of Congress
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Henry C. "Hank/* Johnson, JI.

Member of Congress
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William R. Keating
Member of Congress
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Timothy M. Kenne(fy I
Member of Congress
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Jartd Huffman
Member of Congress
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Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress
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Dwight Evans
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress



G*fl:g ﬁghdsman

Member of Congress

Susie Lee
Member of Congress
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éEisten McDonald Rivet
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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James P. McGovern
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Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress
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Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

mber of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress
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Mike Quigley
Member of CongéeSs
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Linda T. Sanchez
Member of Congress
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Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress
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Brad Sherman
Member of Congress
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Haley M. Stevens
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Emily Rarldhll
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress
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Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress
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Mark Takano
Member of Congress
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Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress
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Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress
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Dina Titus
Member of Congress
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Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress
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Lori Trahan
Member of Congress
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Marc A. Vesasey’ \
Member of Congress
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Nydla()M Velazquez .,
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Debbie Wasserman Schult
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress




