November 14, 2025

The Honorable Robert Kennedy Jr

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
330 C Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20416

The Honorable Russell Vought

Director The Office of Management and Budget
725 17th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20503

Dear Secretary Kennedy and Director Vought:

We write to urge for the immediate release of the highest possible amount of Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funding available under the November 2025 Continuing
Resolution.

As you well know, LIHEAP is a critical program that assists households unable to afford to heat
their homes in the winter and cool their homes during dangerously high summer temperatures. In
previous years, almost seven million at-risk households, families, and seniors across the country
have received this vital assistance.! With the winter months approaching and extreme heat
becoming increasingly frequent, families may soon be faced with the impossible choice between
keeping their homes at a safe temperature and putting food on the table or affording their
medications. LIHEAP has long acted as a lifeline to the most vulnerable in our communities,
protecting families from life-threatening cold and heat throughout the year.

Unfortunately, the Administration has shown a blatant disregard for the critical importance of
LIHEAP. The FY26 President’s Budget Request (PBR) released earlier this year proposed
completely eliminating the program without any plans to replace the needed assistance.?
Furthermore, during a flurry of chaotic firings at HHS in April, it was reported that the entirety
of the LIHEAP staff was summarily fired.’ These decisions have received bipartisan pushback,
with Republicans in Congress disregarding the FY26 PBR, opting instead to increase LIHEAP
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funding in the FY26 Appropriations process.* However, the pause in funding due to the
government shutdown has delayed disbursement across the country, leaving seniors and families
who usually receive LIHEAP assistance this time of year in jeopardy. The Administration's
reckless firings of all LIHEAP staff will only prolong these delays, as it is unclear who will
approve states’ program plans and manage the release of the funds now that funding has been
approved. While States and community organizations are working to provide emergency relief, it
has been estimated that seniors and families may be without LIHEAP assistance until January.’

While the Administration prioritized U.S. military takeovers of Democratic cities, a $40 billion
bailout for Argentina, and debating private citizens on X over aggressive ICE tactics during the
government shutdown, at-risk Americans were left worried about their rising electricity costs.°
And this problem is only getting worse, as disruptions to the electricity supply chain, higher fuel
costs, and surging energy demand have continued to skyrocket utility costs, placing additional
strain on families. LIHEAP funding has become more important, as residential electricity prices
have increased significantly since 2020, while the frequency and duration of extreme heat events
have more than doubled over the past decade.” Low-income households, seniors, and those in
rural and underserved communities are hit hardest by these cost increases, and they are often the
least equipped to endure prolonged periods of extreme temperatures, putting them at heightened
risk of temperature-related illness and death. In 2023 alone, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention recorded more than 2,300 heat-related fatalities—the highest number in decades.

LIHEAP is already an oversubscribed and underfunded program, reaching only about 17 percent
of eligible households®. Without immediate action, millions of families across the country could
lose access to essential energy services, leaving families exposed to severe health and safety
risks as temperatures continue to fluctuate between dangerous heat and cold. Ensuring the
immediate release of LIHEAP funds is therefore not only a matter of compassion, but one of
public health, safety, and economic stability.

LIHEAP has enjoyed strong bipartisan support for decades because no American family should
be forced to choose between warmth in the winter and safety during extreme heat. To prevent a
lapse in eligible families’ ability to afford their home energy bills this fall, we urge you to
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immediately release the highest possible amount of LIHEAP funding made available by the

Continuing Resolution and ensure the program is properly staffed to efficiently disburse these
funds. It is vital that our seniors, children, and low-income families are provided with sufficient

resources as temperatures drop in the coming months and rise again in the summer ahead.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and we look forward to working with you further on

this crucial program.
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Member of Congress

G‘I!eg Dahdsman

Member of Congress

Marc A. Ve?SEf
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Lotifid Lo

Lateefah imon
Member of Congress

b e

Sanfo;fD Bishop, Jr U
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Member of Congress

A1o.cs

Salud Carbajal
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Seth Moulton
Member of Congress



s

J o?h‘RJlley

Member of Congress

(O e

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Wette D. Clarke
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Gilbert Ray Cisneros, JL7
Member of Congress

e g

Steven Horsford ¢
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

TNte Toluson

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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